
Success Depends on a Good  
Software Architecture
A software architecture serves as the 
blueprint for both the system and the 
project developing it. It is the primary 
carrier of system qualities, such as  
performance, modifiability, and security—
none of which can be achieved without  
a unifying architectural vision. As a result, 
the caliber of an architecture directly  
affects a product’s success or failure.

The ATAM Is the Best Tool for 
Evaluating Your Architecture
Developed through years of research, the 
SEI Architecture Tradeoff Analysis Method 
is a proven way of evaluating software 
architectures for their ability to achieve 
quality attribute goals such as performance, 
modifiability, and security. Evaluations 
based on the ATAM expose architectural 
risks that can inhibit your organization’s 
ability to achieve its business goals. 

The “tradeoff” part of the method’s name 
comes from the fact that it reveals how an 
architecture’s quality attribute goals interact 
with—or trade off—each other.

The SEI has been using the ATAM for more 
than a decade to help organizations 
•	 clarify	quality	attribute	requirements
•	 improve	architecture	documentation
•	 	document	the	basis	for	architectural	

decision
•	 identify	risks	early	in	the	life	cycle
•	 	improve	communication	among	

stakeholders

Why Get Certified?
Because requirements for system qualities are 
complex and difficult to elicit and analyze, 
organizations need guidance from leaders 
they can trust. As an ATAM Leader, you’ll be 
that trusted guide.

With a certification from the SEI, you’ll be 
able to assure your customers that you have 
the skills they need. 

How Do I Get Certified?
SEI-Certified ATAM Leaders are evaluated 
and accepted by the SEI, and they must 
perform maintenance activities, such as 
attending workshops and conducting ATAM 
evaluations, to ensure that their skills are 
up-to-date.

To be eligible to apply for the ATAM Leader 
Certification, you’ll first need to be  
sponsored by an SEI Partner organization.  
Visit www.sei.cmu.edu/partners for more 
information. 

To earn your certification
•	 complete	a	five-course	training	sequence
•	 	participate	in	an	ATAM	evaluation	as	an	

evaluator
•	 	complete	a	field	exercise:	lead	an	ATAM	

evaluation under the observation of a 
veteran SEI-Certified ATAM Leader

Become a Trusted Leader in Software Architecture
Get Certified as an ATAM Leader

Is your architecture as good as  
it needs to be?

Conducting an evaluation based  
on the SEI Architecture Tradeoff  
Analysis Method® (ATAM®) is the 
best way to know.

Now you can become certified to  
lead your own SEI-authorized ATAM 
evaluations at your organization.

 

More Information
customer-relations@sei.cmu.edu 
Phone: 412-268-5800

 ®  Architecture Tradeoff Analysis Method and  
ATAM are registered in the U.S. Patent  
and Trademark office by Carnegie Mellon  
University.

Find out more at 
www.sei.cmu.edu/certification/architecture/atam
www.sei.cmu.edu/architecture/tools/atam/


